
Look for FLA on Facebook and Instagram!  December 2016 

As the Holiday season approaches I reflect on two recent events I experienced on the west 

coast of Florida. 

I stood with the d'Amicol family on Seahorse Key dock as they spread David's ashes and said 

goodbye. David was a huge supporter and advocate for the Cedar Key Light Station and left us 

well before his time. It was fitting for David to become a part of the island he loved and treas-

ured. 

The next day I was at the Discover the Island event on Egmont Key. We had FLA volunteers 

drumming up interest and hopefully new members for our organization. The weather was 

beautiful and turnout was great for the two-day event. True, we didn't get many people actually 

joining that day but they took away some FLA tokens and one lucky drawing winner received a one-year membership.   

My reason for talking about these events is one day we said goodbye to a lighthouse friend and I still ask myself who will 

replace him? The next day, I was part of a group telling visitors about FLA and encouraging them to join and/or buy a 

license plate. It was interesting to hear folks say they didn't know we exist or how much we support Florida lighthouses. 

Most came away with a bit more knowledge and hopefully a lot more interest in our organization. I now realize the an-

swer to my question just might be one of the people we speak with at our membership-drive events. 

During this season, I am thankful for our greatest gifts; our members, supporters and volunteers.   I look forward to a 

bright and successful 2017. 

Happy Holidays & Happy New Year! 

Chris Belcher 

Florida Lighthouse Association President 

Presidentõs MessageñDecember 2016 

THANK YOU!  YOUR support makes it possible to preserve and restore Floridaõs lighthouses! 

The Florida Lighthouse Associationõs mission is to safeguard Floridaõs remaining lighthouses for future generations by 
supporting community based restoration, preservation and education efforts. 

FLA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, funded by philanthropic gifts and memberships from individuals.   

Floridaõs "Visit Our Lights" license plate sales provide additional funding for preservation and restoration grants to local lighthouses. 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION (CH8757) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES 

ON THEIR WEBSITE AT https://csapp.800helpfla.com/cspublicapp/giftgiversquery/giftgiversquery.aspx OR BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE 

STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
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January Winter MeetingñEgmont Key LighthouseñJanuary 28, 2017 

Egmont Key is an island located off the southern tip of St Petersburg, Florida and guards the entrance to Tampa Bay; it is 

only accessible by boat. In 1848 a 40 foot lighthouse was built, but this lighthouse was damaged by a hurricane and light-

ning. In 1858 it was replaced by a new lighthouse at a cost of $16,000, which would withstand ANY storm. The light was a 

third order Fresnel lens with a focal plane of 86 feet. This lighthouse survived the Civil War, the Spanish-American War 

and numerous storms, but in 1944 the lantern room was removed due to water damage and a Double Head DCB-36 rotat-

ing beacon (later replaced with a DCB-24) was installed on top of the capped tower. About 85% of the lantern room has 

been located in a wooded area about 100 feet from the lighthouse. It is hoped that the lighthouse can be restored to its 

1858 appearance, and that the 1858 Keeperõs dwelling can be rebuilt. 

The island of Egmont Key has a lot of history besides the lighthouse. Between 1828 and 1858, a time of Indian Wars and 

relocation efforts, a stockade was build for the Indians that were being relocated to Oklahoma. During the Civil War Eg-

mont Key was under Union control, and was the home base for the East Gulf Blockading Squadron; Union sympathizers 

also went to Egmont Key to escape from the Confederate forces. During the Spanish-American War, Fort Dade construc-

tion was started on the island, and by 1911 had over 70 buildings and a population of 300. Fort Dade was deactivated in 

1921, and over the years the wood buildings either burned down or were destroyed by storms; only the brick roads can be 

seen today. 

Due to the Gasparilla Festival in Tampa our boat trip to the island is not available on Saturday, so we have modified our 

schedule. We will have our meetings on Saturday and go to the island on Sunday. The meetings on Saturday will be at Tam-

pa Bay Watch and will start with the committee meetings at 11:00 AM followed by the Board meeting at 12:00 PM. The 

membership meeting will begin about 1:30 PM with an Italian late lunch/early dinner around 3:30 PM. The program will 

end about 5:00 to 5:30 PM, when we will have time to socialize, and have our raffle and auction. There will also be a Wine 

Tasting of Egmont Key wines during this time. 

We will have two speakers, the first will be Candace Clifford, Historian for the U.S. Lighthouse Society and the leading re-

searcher and expert on the Coast Guard Archives. The second speaker will be the Egmont 

Key Park Ranger for the last 15+ years, Tom Watson. 

On Sunday we will go over to the island. The boat will depart Fort DeSoto Park Bay Pier (this 

is not the exact location of the Bay Pier BUT it is close) at 9, 10, and if we have over 95 at-

tendees, 11 AM with return trips at ,1,  2 and 3 PM. ON THE RESERVATION FORM 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR PERFERRED TIME TO GO TO THE ISLAND AND 

I WILL TRY TO ACCOMMODATE ALL REQUESTS .. The Egmont Key Alliance will 

conduct ½ hour tours around the island. There will be Hot Dogs and water available for sale 

on the island. THERE ARE NO RESTROOMS,  so plan according. There is a $5 per car 

fee for Ft DeSoto Park so you may want to car pool. 

The cost for the event will be $60 for members and $85 for non-members, which includes a 1 



Florida Lighthouse History Tidbits 

Neil E. Hurley, FLA Historian  

AMERICAN SHOAL LIGHTHOUSE AT TRENTON, NJ  

One of  the requirements for newly constructed iron lighthouses, was that they be assembled at their initial 

fabrication site before the government would accept the work.  In the case of  American Shoal Lighthouse, 

constructed by the Phoenix Iron Company of  Trenton, NJ that meant that the lighthouse stood for a 

short while on the shores of  the Delaware river in the summer of  1879.  before it was disassembled and 

shipped to Florida. 

I havenõt been able to locate any photos of the lighthouse there (if you should find one, please let me 

know!), but I have been able to uncover some real surprises in newspaper articles of  the time. 

Perhaps the biggest surprise to me was that tourists were allowed to climb the lighthouse while it was still 

being assembled.   

In July 1879, it was reported òVisitors to the American Shoals Light House now standing in the yard of 

the Phoenix Iron Works, are becoming numerous since the service room has been placed on the top of  

the structure, a great many of  them being ladies, who clamber up the stairways with the greatest bravado.  

The architrave and floor of  the service room have been placed in position at the top, and form an elegant 

platform on which visitors may stand with perfect safety and get one of  the grandest views of  the scenery 

around Trenton that it is possible to get at any other point with the same advantages.  

The gentlemen having the structure in charge are very courteous, and persons who can climb at all will 

miss something if  they do not embrace the opportunity to get above their neighbors. In these hot days it 

is really worth the journey to get the bracing air that comes up from the river. ò 

A few weeks later, another article mentions that the tower was closed to visitors just before the final coat 

of paint was applied to it: òIt is not desired that the new paint be frescoed oõer with the illustrious names 

of some of the rising generation of our city.ó In other words, they were concerned about graffiti and van-

dalism even before the lighthouse was moved to Florida. 



FLA Turns 20 at Ponce Inlet 

The Florida Lighthouse Association turned 20 in October, having come a long way from 

when a small group of lighthouse preservations met in Miami in 1996.  

Hurricane Matthew did some damage to the Daytona area, including temporarily closing 2 

of the 3 hotels were meeting attendees were scheduled to stay. FLA made for replacement 

lodging at another hotel. Ponce Inlet Lighthouseõs only real damage was a wooden pump 

house, itself a replacement for several previous pump houses that had been knocked 

down by other storms over the lighthouseõs history.  

Both Friday nightõs board meeting and social and Saturdayõs main meeting were held in 

the Ponce Inlet Community Center a few miles north of the lighthouse. The board meeting included a spirited debate on the sub-

ject of the FLA license plate. The final decision was to go forward with a redesign of the plate to make it more artistic and appeal-

ing to the public than the current plate, and also changing the tag line from òVisit Our Lightsó to òProtect Our Lighthousesó (or 

something similar) which better reflects FLAõs mission.  The FLA membership also approved the election or reelection of several 

FLA Board Members.  

Saturdayõs main meeting included welcomes from Ponce Inletõs mayor and Ed Gunn (Director of Ponce Inlet Lighthouse), a brief 

recap of FLAõs history by Harry Pettit (Governance Chair), and lighthouse architect Ken Smith recapping the many lighthouse res-

toration/preservation projects he has worked on in Florida.  Beverly Oakes showed off a massive quilt featuring Paul Bradleyõs 

lighthouse artwork as patches.  

After the regular meeting, Ponce Inlet Lighthouse staff and volunteers put on several special activities including a maintenance 

demonstration on Fresnel lens chariot wheels, living history lighthouse keepers, a presen-

tation of some recent collections acquisitions, and a social at the lighthouse to wrap up 

the day.  Major donors were treated to a private tour by Curator Ellen Henry.  

Josh Liller 

Historian and Collections Manager 

Loxahatchee River Historical Society 

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse and Museum 

More Photos can be 

found on the  

FLA Facebook page! 



Lighthouse News 

DRY TORTUGAS ~ Dry Tortugas Light at Loggerhead Key has not had much movement 

lately. The repairs and relighting have been bogged down in a review process lately but that pro-

ject should be moving forward as a priority soon. 

The bulk of what is happening is at Garden Key with the Harbor Light.  

We have set up scaffolding to provide access for our structural engineers from Robert Silman 

Associates to complete the structural assessment of both the exterior and interior of the light. 

The interior non-historic wood work was removed from the interior of the tower to expose all 

surfaces for assessement. 

The overall condition of the light is poor. There is extensive corrosion from incompatible metals 

(earlier repairs) and the effects of the marine environment on the cast and wrought iron components. The plan of action at this stage is to get the 

lighthouse completely scaffolded from the base to above the ventilator ball and all the way around. This scaffolding will provide some bracing and 

block some of the direct wind effects. The park should be receiving treatment recommendations and cost estimates from the engineers and architects 

around the new year. At that point the NPS will have to choose a treatment pathway and then proceed. If all goes well, we would like to have a Re-

quest for Proposals out by summer for the treatment of the lighthouse.  

The Tortugas Harbor Light remains closed 

to the public. 

After the woodwork was removed there 

were many signatures and stamps revealed 

on the interior sides of the cast iron plates. 

Most were from the 20th Century. Addition-

ally, we found a newspaper that was left be-

hind from October 1976. 

 

AMELIA ISLAND ~  Waiting 

for Durable Restoration to  

return and install the window 

louvers. Durable left Florida 

before Hurricane Matthew 

but have not rescheduled their 

nearby projects. 


