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Miss Florida USA 2010 Visits Cedar Key Lighthouse. 
 

Megan Clementi, who won the Miss Florida USA title last July, visited and climbed the Cedar 
Key Lighthouse Friday February 19 as part of her commitment to visit all 30 of Florida’s remaining 
historical lighthouses. She launched her statewide tour at Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse during their 150th 
anniversary celebration, January 10. She not only brings awareness to Florida’s maritime sentinels and 
Visit Our Lights specialty license plate, but also promotes the Susan G. Komen fight against breast cancer 
as she Climbs for the Cure. 
 She traveled by boat to Seahorse Key with Florida Lighthouse president Stan Farnham and his 
wife, Mary, and David and Alice D’Amicol, Board members representing Cedar Key Lighthouse .They 
also chaired the sold-out FLA meeting at Cedar Key Saturday February 20 at Cedar Cove Beach and 
Yacht Club. Her father, Mike Clementi and Cedar Key Beacon bureau chief Kellie Larkin also toured. 
 The Cedar Key Lighthouse can be reached only by boat. The lighthouse is rarely open to the 
public. The building is leased by the University of Florida for a marine biology laboratory. 

Clementi later attended a dinner in her honor at the Cedar Key Beach and Yacht Club restaurant 
before the Florida Lighthouse Association board meeting Friday evening. More than three dozen board 
members and guests attended. The Florida Lighthouse Association, a statewide all-volunteer nonprofit 
corporation with nearly 600 members, has no paid staff. Officers are not reimbursed for their personal 
expenses so the maximum can go to the mission. The association supports Florida’s 18 local lighthouse 
and historical organizations, with their more than 5,000 members, which represent the 30 lighthouses.  
 The Florida Lighthouse Association lighthouse Visit Our Lights specialty license plate is 
available at the County Tax Collectors office. The additional $25 for the specialty plate, which is tax 
deductible, provides sustained funding for Florida’s remaining historic lighthouses for preservation and 
restoration.  
 Clementi, 26, who entered the pageant as Miss South Miami USA, earned the chance to compete 
in this year's Miss USA pageant. The winner of that event will represent the United States in the Miss 
Universe pageant. She could make history with a win at the pageant at Planet Hollywood in Las Vegas as 
she would be the first Florida woman to win.  

She graduated with a degree in engineering from UCF last year. She was a former Miss 
University of Central Florida, crowned in 2006. She was the first runner-up for Miss Florida that year. 

A five-year veteran of the Orlando Magic’s dance team, Megan served as a captain. 
The 30 Florida historic lighthouses, which string along like bright diamonds on a coastline 

necklace, from Amelia Island to Pensacola, are a national resource treasured for their historic, cultural and 
scenic values. They represent our heritage as “America’s Castles.” Florida’s six reef lights along the 
Florida Keys are “America’s Eiffel Towers”.  

Lighthouses are among the oldest standing historic buildings in America. The First Congress of 
America passed its first Public Works Act that essentially created the United States Lighthouse Service in 



1789. Amelia Island lighthouse is more than 170 years old. Egmont Key and Pensacola lighthouses 
celebrated 150 years last year and Jupiter Lighthouse this year. 

Farnham said: “If we don’t value our rich history and ancestors, we leave out a big part of who 
we are. FLA helps with sharing these distinctive structures with others and future generations to learn 
from our maritime history. Europe saves its castles; here we want to save our lights. Imagine if all were 
restored and open!”  

The association Web site, www.floridalighthouses.org, provides detailed information about the 
association and Florida lighthouses. 

 
FLA Mission 

"The Florida Lighthouse Association is a non-profit group of citizen activists dedicated to the preservation 
of the 30 remaining historic lighthouses that line our state's 1200 mile coastline. Once central to the economic 
growth and settlement of our nation, many of Florida's lighthouses face uncertain futures. 

 Our mission is to preserve, restore, protect and defend Florida's lighthouse towers, along with their 
material culture, buildings, artifacts and records to assure that the magic of Florida's lighthouses and lighthouse 
keepers will be available for the enjoyment and understanding of future generations." 
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Megan Clemnti  Stan Farnham and Megan Clementi on boat ride to Cedar Key 



 
Stan Farnham, FLA President and Megan Clementi, Miss Florida USA 
 

 
Stan Farnham, Megan Clementi and David D’Amicol 
 
These and other photos available to send with higher resolution. 


